
6th Grade ELA: Week of January 11 - 15           Mrs. Trotter 

 

   

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Monday,   

Jan. 11 

Lesson 1  

Summarization 

and 

Characterization 

 

Today we will: 

● Begin reading the novel Hatchet 

by Gary Paulsen.  

● Use annotations to gather 

evidence to track Brian’s 

character through his thoughts, 

words, and actions.  

1. Let’s PREPARE! Hatchet novel, sticky notes. L1 Class Notes with Questions and SWBS 

graphic organizer 

2. Let’s REVIEW! (5-10 min.)  Unit Goal and CWT 

3. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10 min.) What is a hatchet used for?  What does a hatchet do?  Why 

would someone need a hatchet? 

4. Let’s READ & PRACTICE!  (15-20 min.)  Teacher read aloud first part of Chapter 1 p. 1-3. 

Teacher model making annotations for Brian’s words, actions, and thoughts (WAT) 

5. Let’s DISCUSS!  (5-10 min.)  What could the hatchet symbolize in the text? 

6. Let’s READ! (15-20  min.) Read the rest of Chapter 1 (p. 3-12.  Make annotations about 

Brian’s words, actions, and thoughts (WAT). 

7. Let’s PRACTICE! (15-20)  With a partner, summarize the chapter using the SWBS Chart. 
8. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (10 min.) What adjective would you use to 

describe Brian?  Why?  Use details from the first chapter to support the adjective you 

chose.  (DO NOT USE DIRECT QUOTES.) 

 

Homework: Review Classwork - Reread Chapter 1 / Finish any incomplete work in  Class 

Notes  

Tuesday,  

Jan. 12 

 Lesson 2 

Characterization 

of Brian 

Today we will: 

● Read Hatchet and continue 

gathering evidence about Brian 

using annotations. 

● Discuss how Brian reacts to 

events in the text. 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Novel - Hatchet, sticky notes, and L2 Class Notes 

2. Let’s REVIEW! (10 min.)  EBSR question on what we read yesterday from Hatchet 

3. Let’s DISCUSS!  (5 min.) What adjective would you use to describe Brian? 

4. Let’s READ!  (20 min.) Read Chapter 2 (p. 13-18)  of Hatchet  with a partner and end with 

the paragraph that begins with “And he started crying with the screams.”  As you read, 

make annotations on your sticky notes on each page noticing  something about Brian’s 

words, actions, or thoughts. 

5. Let’s WORK ITH WORDS!  (10-15 min.)  Reread an excerpt from p. 17 and discuss:  Why 

did the author choose to use the word ‘jerked’?  What does ‘depress’ mean? Why did the 

author choose to use the word ‘depress’? 

6. Let’s PRACTICE! (15-20  min.) Work with a partner to list 5 major events that have 

happened so far in the novel, Hatchet. 
7. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.) Written expression:  How does Brian 

respond to the events so in the novel? 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  Class Notes  



 

 

 

 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Wednesday,   

Jan. 13 

Lesson 3 

Characterization 

and Text 

Evidence 

 

Today we will: 

● Continue reading Hatchet and 

gathering evidence about Brian 

using annotations. 

● Describe Brian based on 

evidence in the text. 

 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Hatchet novel, sticky notes. L3 Class Notes with Questions & Evidence 

Chart  

2. Let’s REVIEW! (10 min.)  EBSR question on what we read yesterday from Hatchet 

3. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10 min.) How does Brian use prior knowledge to guide his decisions at 

the end of Chapter 2?  Use evidence from the text to support your response. 

4. Let’s READ!  (20 min.)  Independently read rest of Chapter 2 (p. 18 -24).  Actively read by 

making annotations about Brian’s words, actions, or thoughts. 

5. Let’s PRACTICE!  (10-15 min.)  Teacher model using Evidence Chart to collect ideas that 

will help characterize Brian. 

6. Let’s PRACTICE! (15-20  min.) Students work in small groups to complete Evidence Chart. 
7. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (10 min.) Writing:  Pretend you are a journalist 

writing a newspaper article as if you were with Brian during the crash.  How would you 

describe Brian?  Make sure you use two or more different details from the text. 

 

Homework: Review Classwork - Reread Chapter 2 / Finish any incomplete work in  Class 

Notes  

Thursday,   

Jan. 14 

Lesson 4 

How Does an 

Author Develop 

Character? 

 

Today we will: 

● Continue gathering evidence 

about Brian as you read 

chapters 3 and 4 of Hatchet 

independently. 

● Discuss how this evidence helps 

you to understand how Brian 

responds to events in the text. 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Hatchet novel, sticky notes. L4 Class Notes with Questions & Evidence 

Chart  

2. Let’s REVIEW!  (10 min.) EBSR question on what we read yesterday from Hatchet 

3. Let’s READ!  (20 min.) Read chapter 3 and chapter 4 independently, stopping at the 

paragraph that begins with “The Secret.” (p. 25 - 30) As you read, make annotations on 

your sticky notes, look for details that help you answer the question: How does Brian 

respond or change as the plot events unfold? 

4. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10 min.) Reread excerpt from p. 28.  How does this part of the text help 

the reader understand Brian? 

5. Let’s DISCUSS!  (10-15 min.)  Reread excerpt from p. 29.  How does this part of the text 

help the reader understand Brian? 

6. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.) Whole Class Discussion: 

Choose one piece of text evidence from your annotations that is different 

than the evidence we discussed.  W hat does this evidence tell you about 

Brian?  How does it help you to understand Brian? 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Finish any incomplete work in  Class Notes  



 

Highlights:  

 

Fri. 1/15  Lesson 5 Let’s Express Our Understanding!  will be collected for a formative grade in Power School. 

 

Tue. 1/18 Section 1 & 2 Quiz on Hatchet Chapters 1-4 with skills presented in Lessons 1-5.  This grade will go into 

Power School, as well. 

Day/Lesson  Outcomes  Materials & Assignments (Main things done in class) 

Friday,  

Jan. 15 

 Lesson 5 

How Does an 

Author Develop 

Character? 

Today we will: 

● Continue gathering evidence 

about Brian as you read Chapter 

4 of Hatchet independently. 

● Practice writing claims with 

evidence to analyze how Gary 

Paulsen develops Brian’s 

character related to whether or 

not this helps or hinders his 

chances for survival. 

1. Let’s PREPARE! Hatchet novel, sticky notes. L5 Class Notes with Questions & Evidence 

Chart  

2. Let’s REVIEW!  (10 min.)  EBSR question on what we read yesterday from Hatchet 

3. Let’s READ!  (20 min.) Read the rest of Chapter 4 independently (p. 30-40).  As you read, 

make annotations on your sticky notes when Brian’s words, actions, or thoughts help or 

hinder his chances of survival. 
4. Let’s DISCUSS! (5-10 min.)  Do Brian’s words, actions, or thoughts help or hinder his 

chances of survival? 

5. Let’s PRACTICE!  (15-20 min.) Review the elements of writing a CER response to a 

question. 

6. Let’s EXPRESS OUR UNDERSTANDING!  (5-10 min.) Write a well developed response to 

the question:  Do Brian’s words, actions, or thoughts help or hinder his chances of 

survival?   

 

 

Homework: Review Classwork / Quiz on Section 1, Lessons 1-5 on Tues. 1/18  


